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February 8, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “The Little Company Standing in the Light” Part 1
Shall we pray …

Today’s study will be covering Biblical historical facts, historical facts relating to our beginning Adventist movement and current facts in the light of history. We will be dealing largely with the known, and we will cover some unknown. We will also see that there are two calls and two falls.
We will see how the “Fall of Babylon” and the call that is made by the “Midnight Cry” are related. You need to know because it is related to end time events.

Some have thought the Revelation 14:8 and the Revelation 18:2 fall of Babylon are one and the same, but this is not so. They are two separate and distinct falls and both take place before the second coming of Jesus.
Let us begin by reading the first fall found in Revelation 14:8 “And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 
There is no question that the great city spoken of here is Rome and has been referred to as Babylon and she has made all nations to drink of the wine of her false doctrines, such as Sunday sacredness, the state of the dead, heaven, hell, etc. In saying that she made all nations drink is really saying she forced them and they have complied. Much of her forceful action was in the past when she was a mighty religio-political power.
But this scripture is not applicable here to Rome as the action figure because it is referring to the 1800’s. What was the state of the Papacy at that time? It had received a deadly wound in 1798 and it was impotent. In fact the wound healing period would not begin until 1929. 

So let us understand what the fall of Babylon refers to in verse 8. It says, “And there followed another angel, …” Stop! This is the angel that follows the first angel in verses 6 & 7. Let us read those verses,
Revelation 14:6, 7 “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”
In the 1830’s a Baptist farmer by the name of William Miller, was inspired to understand the Daniel prophecies found in chapters 8 & 9 relating to the cleansing of the sanctuary. He mistakenly interpreted the sanctuary to mean the earth and the cleansing would be by fire at the second coming of Jesus when He would come for His saints and bring them to heaven. So this period of time was called the Millerite movement and the followers were called Adventists.
It wasn’t until about 1833 that he began to proclaim the first angel’s message that the hour of His judgment hour would be in 1843. It was later changed to 1844 when they realized a mistake of not accounting for the fact that there was no zero year. 

People were affected all over the world as it was a world-wide message and God had raised up others to preach it as well. Many people put away things that had caused a nominal Christian experience. Now they were studying, praying and preparing for the second coming. Many sold their homes and farms and those who still kept their farms neglected the necessary work that would be needed for a bountiful harvest. All were anxiously awaiting the coming of Jesus. The first date selected in 1844 was corrected so as to comply with the “Day of Atonement’ that would have occurred in 1844, namely October 22nd.
The message was, “Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come:” The date was accurate, but the event was wrong. Jesus did not come to the earth, but He did move from the Holy Place of the heavenly Sanctuary, into the Most Holy Place to begin the judgment, commencing the great anti-typical Day of “Atonement.”

There was bitter disappointment as prophesied in Revelation chapter 10. The world over multitudes who had joined the Adventists felt deceived and some went back to their former churches while others gave up on religion altogether. There was only a small group of young Adventists who were determined to find out their errors.
All during the time of the pre-1844 disappointment, the leadership of the Protestant denominations were railing against the Millerite-Adventist movement and their messages. They soundly rejected the first angel’s message which was Biblically based prophecy. 

God used these Protestant churches since their founding following the 16th reformation and thereafter. Many souls were brought to Christ. God intended all of them to become part of His movement. Sadly because of the Protestant denominations rejection of the first angel’s message, after October 22, 1844, they became the Babylon that was fallen, fallen from the grace of God.
So understand that because of the position of the leadership who were now in rebellion against God, they were no longer under grace. That does not mean that He does not still use them to bring souls to Christ. We know that God has many of His people in all the churches of Babylon and according to Revelation 18 a time is coming when they would be called out. More on that later.

So from the summer of 1844 the second angel’s message was being sounded and God was identifying Himself with the people of the Advent movement. Ellen White wrote the following in the book EW page 237.1, 

“As the churches refused to receive the first angel's message, they rejected the light from heaven and fell from the favor of God. They trusted to their own strength, and by opposing the first message placed themselves where they could not see the light of the second angel's message. But the beloved of God, who were oppressed, accepted the message, "Babylon is fallen," and left the churches.” {EW 237.1}

After much study on the sanctuary and having recognized their errors, God led these Adventists into greater light and understanding of other Biblical doctrines which were previously filled with errors. 
The Advent movement was taking shape and growing rapidly as the second angel’s message was preached with power and people were leaving their Protestant affiliations to become Adventists. Presbyterians, Lutherans, Baptists, Episcopalians, Methodists, and by the way Ellen White was formerly a Methodist, and many others were responding to God’s call and joined the movement. 

Light on the Sabbath was received and embraced and in 1864 the movement officially became the Seventh-day Adventist Church.


So the very denominations that led out in the reformation were being called by God to become a part of His Advent movement. 

God informs us of another call of the fall of Babylon in Revelation 18:2. We are going to see that it is an entirely different call than the one of Revelation 14:8, even though it sounds the same. Okay, Revelation 18 reading from verse 1. “And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.” Verse 2 “And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 
For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”  6 times we heard the word her in verses 3 & 4, meaning a woman and we know that in Bible prophecy a woman represents a church. There is no question that the Babylon here referred to is the Roman Catholic Church, more specifically the Papacy in the Vatican at Rome.


Revelation 17:1 calls her a great Whore and 17:5 tells us that she is a mother and has daughters, referred to as harlots. “And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”  The daughters of course are all the Protestant Christian churches who continue with her false doctrines including Sunday sacredness.
But God tells us in Revelation 18:4 that He has many of His people in all of these fallen Protestant churches of Babylon as well as His people in the Roman Catholic faith, and He will call them out of Babylon where He says, “… Come out of her, my people, …”
In the first call the Protestant churches did drink of the wine in the fact that they were continuing in many of her false doctrines, but the Mother church was their enemy, as they were fighting against the errors of Rome and they still understood why they protested the Papacy at Rome from the 16th century onward. Therefore they were not considered drunk yet. The reason they fell after the 1844 time was their rejection of the Advent movement that God was calling them into.

But here in the second call in our time, all nations have been made drunk of the wine. They have imbibed fully all the errors and no longer resist the Papacy at Rome; rather there is a deep admiration for her. Since the mid 1960’s and the end of the Vatican II council, the ecumenical movement has been drawing all Protestant churches back to Mother. Churches would drop their doctrinal differences and have a spirit of unity based on those things held in common. Love would be the theme and they would trade pulpits to foster ecumenism. Compromise on top of compromise would bring the separated brethren, once referred to by Rome as heretics worthy of death, closer and closer to the Mother. The goal has always been to bring all the Protestant churches under the umbrella of Rome.
So this is why He is going to call His people out of Babylon, because all the churches that constitute Babylon are fully drunk and are at a point of non-recovery. They will continue the vain celebrations of Christmas, Easter, Halloween and other ceremonies like lent and Easter sunrise services that had their origin with the Pagan traditional celebrations through Rome. They have their sacraments and of course the mark of her rule which is of course Sunday worship, the day she proudly boasts of having changed from God’s seventh day Sabbath. God never intended that His people should keep holy any other day than the one He blessed and sanctified following the first six days of creation.

At the time of this second call all nations are drunk and the Mother Babylon church and all her daughter churches are so filled with all kinds of evil that God is giving the call to His people to come out of Babylon. At what time with this second call be given? Let us read what inspiration has given in GC 603.2. “This scripture points forward to a time when the announcement of the fall of Babylon, as made by the second angel of Revelation 14 (verse 8), is to be repeated, with the additional mention of the corruptions which have been entering the various organizations that constitute Babylon, since that message was first given, in the summer of 1844.”  {GC 603.2}

So inspiration makes it clear that the message of the fallen condition which was given in the summer of 1844 when all nations did drink and were under the influence of Babylon, is to be given again when all nations are drunk and corrupted and are in league with Babylon.
Same book and page, next paragraph inspiration goes on, “Of Babylon, at the time brought to view in this prophecy,” that is to say at the time of this prophecy given in Revelation 18:4, “Of Babylon, at the time brought to view in this prophecy, it is declared: "Her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities." Revelation 18:5.” {GC 603.3} Her iniquities are of course the facts that multiplied millions were tortured and killed during the 1260 years of her reign (AD 538 – 1798). 

They would be killed for having a Bible or even parts of the Bible. Anyone who did not worship the Roman Catholic way and the Papacy were heretics worthy of death. It is difficult to find any history books today that say anything about it and most people do not want to remember what occurred during the dark ages. Rome’s agents have seen to it that history books have been rewritten to exclude her horrible deeds. People being educated today are not learning historical truths and in that respect are drunk with the wine of Babylon. 

"Her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities." The people of the world may have forgotten, but God has not and He will punish Babylon. As it goes on to say, “She has filled up the measure of her guilt, and destruction is about to fall upon her.” {GC 604.1}   
This is why God has to call His people out, because He is about to pour His plagues out on the people of Babylon, which would be those who rejected God’s final messages, choosing to remain in Babylon, only to receive the mark of the beast and be destroyed. That’s what the scripture tells us in Rev. 18:4, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”  

EW 277.1 “The work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last great work of the third angel's message as it swells to a loud cry. And the people of God are thus prepared to stand in the hour of temptation, which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light resting upon them, and they united to fearlessly proclaim the third angel's message.” {EW 277.1}
So God’s true remnant people will be united to be fearlessly proclaiming the three angel’s messages, but in particular they will be giving the Rev. 18:4 call to come out of Babylon and the third angel’s message of warning not to receive the mark of the beast. This brothers and sisters will be identified as the “Loud Cry Message.” Notice that there will be a great light resting upon them.
So those of us, who are serious about our faith and our calling, need to be preparing for the work that God will be giving to His faithful, to call the people out of Babylon. Just as there were a faithful few in the summer of 1844 that gave the second angel’s message, so there will be a faithful group who will give the loud cry in our time. Just as there was a fall of Babylon and a call to come out, so in these last days there will be the fall of Babylon and the call to come out. 

The first and second angel’s message given in the 1840’s will be repeated again in our time, with the call to come out of Babylon; and we need to be prepared to give that message. Just as there are two calls, there are the two midnight cry’s we just read about.
Let’s take our Bibles and read about the first midnight cry in Matthew 25:1-5, “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:  But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.” A few things to take note of: 1. the ten virgins are all in the church and have their lamps (Bibles) and they are awaiting the bridegroom (the second coming of Jesus.) Half had no oil (the Holy Spirit). All ten are sleeping in this tarrying time. Which those with oil are studying and making preparation. Those without oil are nominal church members. Now notice verse 6.  

“And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” When did the cry come? At midnight.
Verses 7-10, “Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.  And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.  But the wise answered, saying, [Not so]; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.”
So what we see here is a depiction of what was to take place in God’s church.  What you are going to see is the relation between this and the proclamation of the Revelation 18 message.
EW 238 “Near the close of the second angel's message, I saw a great light from heaven shining upon the people of God. The rays of this light seemed bright as the sun. And I heard the voices of angels crying, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him!"”  {EW 238.1} 

“This was the midnight cry, which was to give power to the second angel's message. Angels were sent from heaven to arouse the discouraged saints and prepare them for the great work before them.” {EW 238.2}
Now understand that this is the FIRST midnight cry. Notice when this was took place. It was when God sent a message to the faithful few who were discouraged after the bitter disappointment of Jesus not coming. Remember now the second angel’s message was preached in the summer of 1844 and it was calling people out of Babylon the first time. What was the midnight cry message God sent that was to join the second angel’s message? "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him!"  
Now they were in a position to understand that the Lord was not coming to the earth as previously thought and preached, but He was actually leaving the Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary and moving into the Most Holy Place to begin the work of the Judgment of the dead. It was an encouraging message as it told them something was happening that would help lift them in their spirit.
They were looking for Christ’s immediate return on October 22nd and when there was a delay they were disheartened. So the Lord sent the midnight cry to strengthen and encourage them, and to prepare them for a great work before them.

And what do you think is the great work that God was going to have them to do? It was to be the proclamation of the third angel’s message which they knew nothing about and had not proclaimed before. So the Lord sent them the midnight cry to prepare them to proclaim the third angel’s message.

Notice what God’s prophet said, “Angels were sent from heaven to arouse the discouraged saints and prepare them for the great work before them.” Ellen White was given the understanding of Christ moving from the Holy Place to the Most Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary which was the midnight cry and those who received it went spiritually into the Most Holy Place with Him, and the door was shut. That message strengthened them as many had just left their churches or been disfellowshipped and were in a state of great anxiety over the disappointment. Now they were encouraged to prepare for the great work before them of giving the loud cry of the third angel’s message to the world.
Brothers and sisters, history is going to repeat itself. Just as we saw the fall of Babylon, and the call out of Babylon, so there will be once again, the fall of Babylon and the call out of Babylon and a repetition of the midnight cry where the Lord is going to reveal to a faithful few, that He is coming and they need to prepare themselves to proclaim the third angel’s message with power.

If any one of us does not get the midnight cry, we will not be able to proclaim the loud cry to the world. The midnight cry becomes a loud cry to the Seventh-day Adventist Church, to awaken the church members so that they in turn can receive the power that they need to proclaim the third angel’s message with power to those in the world.
I am going to conclude part 1 of this message now and resume next week with part 2. It will be in part 2 that you will learn a most startling revelation of God’s will that this church has never heard before but will be a part of. If you miss part 2 of next week’s sermon, you will probably miss one of the most important things that you as a Seventh-day Adventist could possibly learn.

Let us pray …
